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11-50 ORLEANS EAS.36 


Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 3265 State Highway 

Historic Name: Daniel & Polly Higgins House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1830 


Source: deeds, censuses, historic maps 
Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: composition clapboard/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage/workshop, 1937 
Shipping containers 

Major Alterations (with dates): 
Additions on rear, mid-20" c. 
Clapboard siding added, 2000s 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.49 


Setting: The house is situated on the State Highway amid 
dense roadside development comprised of historic 
properties, more recent summer cottage development and 
religious and commercial buildings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Daniel & Polly Higgins House, built ca. 1830, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling of the Cape Cod type with a 
center chimney plan; the chimney has been removed and wood shingles replaced with modern materials. The five-bay front 
fagade contains a center entrance with a modified surround, flanked by windows. The westerly end has two windows on the first 
story and four in the gable with the two outermost being small to conform to the slope of the roof. The first story of the easterly 
end contains a window in the front and a door paired with a window on the rear; two closely-spaced windows are centered in the 
upper story. The photograph attached to the 1995 B Form for this house shows there had been a doorway in the upper story 
reached by an exterior wood stair and only a window where the current door is located on the first story. A cross-gable wing on 
the rear has been sided with vertical boards and is fronted on the easterly side with a small solarium or greenhouse. A shed roof 
extension on the rear of then house and in front of the wing has a glass patio door in its easterly side. A garage in the rear of the 
property, with one of its two vehicle bays bumped out with an entry vestibule appears to be the one recorded as built in 1937. A 
driveway enters the parcel east of the house and terminates in a parking area in front of the garage. The landscape is open and 
strewn with shipping containers. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The chain of title for the house at 3265 State Highway cannot be traced before 1858, when a deed for a store attached to the 
house identifies the occupant of the house as Polly Higgins. In that year the Eastham map attaches the name “E. A. Higgins” to 
the house on this site, and with that information it is possible to speculate about the house’s origin, if not its precise construction 
date. Polly Atwood Higgins (1785-1862) was a native of Wellfleet, the daughter of Eldad Atwood, and the wife of Daniel Higgins 
(1783-1832) of Wellfleet. One of her sons was Eldad Atwood Higgins (1809-78), who was born in Wellfleet and lived for only a 
short time in Eastham. In 1831 Eldad A. Higgins married Cynthia Atwood Brown (1810-79), the daughter of Theodore and 
Cynthia Atwood Brown of Wellfleet. The only documented connection between these Wellfleet people and Eastham is an 1811 
deed in which Obed, Edward, and Freeman Knowles sold woodland belonging to the late Benjamin Knowles to Theodore Brown 
(1773-1850) and his father George of Wellfleet, though it is not possible from the property description in the deed to definitively 
identify this parcel as the one on which 3265 State Highway stands." In 1858 Theodore Brown, the brother-in-law of 

Eldad A. Higgins, sold to his sister Cynthia “the store or building in Eastham adjoining the dwelling house of Polly Higgins.” The 
deed specifies the dimensions of the building and states that Theodore, a house and ship carpenter, had built the store in 1857- 
58. In 1838, six years after her husband’s death, Polly Higgins sold her homestead in Wellfleet to her son Eldad, and where she 
was in 1840 in unknown; in 1850 however, she and two other elderly women were sharing a house in Wellfleet. By 1855 Polly 
Higgins was living with her daughter Mary Witherell Higgins (1822-56) in this 3265 State Highway house, judging by the order of 
the census. In that same year Mary W. Higgins, identified in the deeds as a trader, sold a store, identified as attached to the 
home of Benjamin Higgins (1801-80), to him.? The two Higgins families were of only remote relation, but 1860 Polly Higgins was 
living just to the north in the home of Benjamin Higgins (1801-80) and her son Eldad A. (Eldred in this census) was listed in this 
neighborhood, probably at 3265 State Highway, as a merchant with $3000 in real estate in a household with his wife Cynthia 
and their daughters Nancy and Jeannette. It is possible that the 3265 State Highway house was built as a residence or for 
income for Polly Atwood Higgins after her husband’s death and that she rented it until moving to Eastham between 1850 and 
1855.* 


1 Obed Knowles, Edward Knowles, and Freeman Knowles, Eastham, to George Brown and Theodore Brown, Wellfleet, 7 May 1811, BCD 
999121:157. 
2 Mary W. Higgins, Eastham, trader, to Ben. Higgins, 7 June 1855, BCD 60:22 (this deed identifies the store as “near the Congregational 
meeting house, shown just to the north on the 1858 Eastham map); Theodore Brown, Boston, to C. H. Higgins, wife of E. A. Higgins, 12 May 
1858, BCD 66:434. Brown sold his sister the store “without control or interference” of her husband, E. A. Higgins, and noted that the store (later 
moved) was 20 feet long, 17 feet wide, and had 17-foot posts; Mary Higgins’s deed stated that it was one and a half stories high with a single 
room on each floor. 
3 Both Daniel and Polly Higgins are buried in Eastham. The 1995 Massachusetts Historical Commission inventory form for 3265 State Highway 
identifies the house as the Eldad A. Higgins house but confuses him with Eldad Higgins (1838-1919), the son of Benjamin and Hannah Higgins 
who lived just north of this house. 
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Eldad A. Higgins lived with his family in Wellfleet in 1840, but by 1850 the family had moved to the North End of Boston, where 
Higgins was a grocer; his 15-year-old brother, William Penn Higgins, lived with him. By 1855, Theodore Brown and his wife, 
Mercy Sparrow of Eastham, were living in the Boston household. The family had returned to Eastham by 1859 to occupy the 
3265 State Highway house, and probably to operate the attached store, but by 1863 Higgins had defaulted on his 1859 
mortgage. He and his family returned to the North End, where Higgins ran a boardinghouse from about 1865 to 1875; he then 
moved to Orleans, where he died in January 1879 and his wife died about two months later.* 


In February 1865 the Institution for Savings in the Town of Barnstable sold the house and its outbuildings to Isaiah Holbrook 
Horton (1814-74) for $350. The deed stipulated that the store attached to the dwelling house had been sold to Nehemiah M. 
Baker of Wellfeet and was not part of the sale. Isaiah H. Horton owned a great deal of Eastham real estate, and it seems likely 
that he rented the house. After his death, the Hortons’ children set off the house, outbuildings, and its acre lot to their father’s 
widow and second wife Louisa Doane (1818-98), who in 1876 sold the property to her stepson Reuben H. Horton (1845-1925). 
The 1880 Eastham map attaches his name to the house, and in 1888 the Horton heirs also transferred their share of the 
property to him.° 


Reuben H. Horton was the son of Isaiah H. Holbrook and his first wife, Rebecca Higgins (1814-55), and the 1880 census shows 
him as a fisherman living with his wife Cynthia Clark Horton (1848-1917) and their children Chester F., Julia C., Bertha F., Alice 
E., Rebecca H., Stanley E. and Wendell B., born between 1869 and 1879. The order of this census suggests that Horton was 
not then living in this neighborhood, though by 1900 he certainly was. He was by then a fisherman and living with his wife and 
youngest children Ada B. George L., Celia E., and Clarence R. The 1901 Eastham directory lists him as living on Main Street 
“near the church.” 


By 1910 Reuben Horton had moved to Reading, and in 1918 he conveyed 3265 State Highway to his nine children, none of 
whom then lived in Eastham. In 1927 the Horton siblings transferred title to Horton’s married daughters Ada B. Richardson of 
Reading and Celia Hittl of Stoneham.® In 1913 Ada Browne Horton, born in 1882, married Reading broker Charles Lyman 
Richardson, and the next year Celia, born in 1888, married lithography salesman and commercial artist Frank Hittl of Malden. In 
April 1928 the Yarmouth Register reported, “Mr and Mrs Charles Richardson of Reading have opened their house, formerly the 
Reuben H. Horton place, for the season.” Richardson replaced the “old barn” on the property with a garage in 1937.’ 


In 1876 Celia Horton Hittl died, and the next year her sister sold 3265 State Highway to Daniel Sullivan. Five years later Sullivan 
sold the property to Lower Cape Human Services Committee of Orleans, which owned the property for a decade. In 1993 
George V. Krouch acquired the 3265 State Highway from that organization, and he and his wife Katherine were the owners of 
record in 2020.8 


4 Eldad A. and Cynthia H. Higgins to Barnstable Institution for Savings in the Town of Barnstable, 7 March 1859, BCD 69:103; Institution for 
Savings in the Town of Barnstable, 16 July 1863, BCD 81:354 (foreclosure); “Orleans,” Yarmouth Register, 25 January 1879, 2; “Deaths,” 
Barnstable Patriot, 1 April 1879. 

5 Institution for Savings in the Town of Barnstable to Isaiah H. Horton, 15 February 1865, BCD 70:550; Louisa Horton to Reuben H. Horton, 29 
July 1876, BCD 161:34; Isaiah H. Horton, Rachel D. Horton, Robert R. Horton, Jennie A. Horton, Betsey H. Horton and Mary L. Mitchell, all 
Eastham; Charles B. Horton, Boston, William H. and Ella N. Horton, Atlantic; Lucy M. and Guy Colby, Lawrence; Henry T. and Sadie Higgins, 
Chicago; and Joshua W. Higgins Jr., Kansas City MO, to Reuben H. Horton, 13 March 1888, BCD 178:382. The grantees in the second deed 
are Reuben Horton’s siblings and children. 

6 Reuben H. Horton to Chester F. Horton, Wendell B. Horton, Ada B. Richardson, and Cynthia A. Fife, all Reading; Stanley E. Horton and 
George L. Horton, both Newton; Clarence R. Horton, Lexington; Rebecca H. Higgins, Medford, and Celia E. Hittl, Stoneham, 1 March 1918, 
BCD 362:119; Mary E. Delaney, Dedham, to Celia E. Hittl, Stoneham, and Ada B. Richardson, Reading, 28 December 1927, BCD 450:279; 
Mary E. Delaney, Dedham, to Celia E. Hittl, Stoneham, and Ada B. Richardson, Reading, 28 December 1927, BCD 450:279. 

7 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 28 April 1928, 3; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 26 August 1937, 9. 

8 Ada B. Richardson to Daniel Sullivan, 12 September 1977, BCD 2591:304; Daniel Sullivan, Truro, to Lower Cape Human Services 
Committee, Orleans, 17 February 1983, BCD 3676:143; The Lower Cape Human Services Committee Inc., Orleans, to George V. Krouch, 31 
August 1993, BCD 8756:223; George V. Krouch to George V. and Katherine C. Krouch, 13 September 2000, BCD 13246:49. The house is 
depicted on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. Made for Daniel Sullivan,” 18 August 1977, 317:10, and on Lot 1 of “Plan of Division of Land in 
Eastham, MA Made for Daniel Sullivan,” 16 September 1977, BCD 317:36. 
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The September 1977 Sullivan plan divided the lot and 
placed 3265 State Highway and its garage on about a 
half an acre (BCP 317:36). 


Continuation sheet 3 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 3265 State Highway 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _|_Eas.36 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from east 


View from NE. 
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